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Have Your Voice Heard and Make an ImpactHave Your Voice Heard and Make an Impact

The Tobacco Merchant & Community
Education Steering Committee will
meet on Tuesday, April 8, 2025, from
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. on Zoom. This is an
opportunity for retailers, state agencies,
and prevention professionals to talk about
ongoing compliance with new or existing
tobacco and e-cigarette laws in
Connecticut. Here is the meeting link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83382819479

   
New Steering Committee FlyerNew Steering Committee Flyer

The Tobacco Merchant & Community Education Steering Committee
has created a flyer that describes how they support retailers and help
them comply with Connecticut's Tobacco 21 laws. The flyer features
links to essential resources such as the online training, tip sheets, and
resources in English and Spanish. The flyer is available below.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1123418754709/0bfe8d6a-4767-4362-ad62-b32fc0cf58cb
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1123418754709/c65fd950-e736-46fa-b6cf-4cdd27924d2e
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1123418754709/d9b60e10-b716-4a49-8854-693936d870f1?_gl=1*pfmupq*_ga*MTk0MTIzNzg0Ny4xNzQzNTEzMzk3*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0MzUzMjE4My40LjEuMTc0MzUzMzU3Ny4xOC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/59ec9f09501/7d09ddd1-4f32-4ea2-aa29-6bbb64940c13.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=0bfe8d6a-4767-4362-ad62-b32fc0cf58cb


 
Earth Day 2025 - 4.22.25Earth Day 2025 - 4.22.25



Cigarette butts and electronic cigarette waste contain a variety of
chemicals and materials that are hazardous to the environment when
they are disposed of improperly.

These products can still contain nicotine, lead, and other chemicals after
an individual is done using them. These materials can be washed into
nearby bodies of water from rain runoff. When local wildlife drink from
these bodies of water, or attempt to eat things like cigarette butts, they
are poisoned by the chemicals. This can be fatal for the animal, and if it
is not fatal, it can cause other problems such as vomiting and seizures.

In addition to chemical hazards, the cigarette and e-cigarettes
themselves are detrimental to the environment. These products are
made from plastic and are not biodegradable. They can leach
microplastics into the environment, which end up in our waterways and
food supply.

This Earth Day, we encourage you to partner with your communities and
participate in community clean up drives. It is also encouraged to check
with your local recycling or waste management facilities for guidance on
the safe disposal of cigarettes and e-cigarette materials. Some general
guidelines from the Environmental Protection Agency can be found here.

 
Take the Free Online Training Today!Take the Free Online Training Today!

Just a reminder that there is a free online training called Tobacco and

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/epa_vapedisposal_a4.pdf


Electronic Cigarette Sales: Do the Right Thing. The training gives store
owners, managers, clerks, and the general public key information
about Connecticut’s laws around buying and selling cigarettes, e-
cigarettes, and other tobacco products. You can take the training
HERE.

 
Do You Have a New Employee on Staff?Do You Have a New Employee on Staff?

Download and Print Our Helpful Tip Sheets Today!Download and Print Our Helpful Tip Sheets Today!

The Tobacco Merchant & Community
Education Steering Committee has
developed Retailer Tip Sheets in English
and Spanish to help clerks, cashiers, and
other staff sell tobacco and e-cigarette
products responsibly. Click HERE to view,
download, and print tips sheets on
checking customer IDs; dealing with angry
customers; knowing your tobacco
products; and knowing your e-cigarette
products.

 
Free Resources for RetailersFree Resources for Retailers

The Tobacco Merchant and Community Education (TMCE) Steering
Committee develops materials to help retailers comply with
Connecticut's tobacco and e-cigarette laws and to let customers know
that they must be 21 years old or older to buy tobacco products and e-
cigarettes. Materials include State Notice of Law Signs, which retailers
are required to post in their stores at the point of sale; postcards, door
decals, and cash register/counter stickers, which tell customers to have
their IDs ready; and promotional items, including WE ID face masks, WE
ID buttons, and pens. All items are pictured below. To order, please
contact Connecticut Clearinghouse at 800-232-4424 or
info@ctclearinghouse.org.

https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/tobacco-merchant/
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/tobacco-merchant-resources/retailer-tips-sheets-/
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/tobacco-merchant-resources/tobacco-merchant-and-community-education-steering-committee/
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/tobacco-merchant-resources/free-signs-decals-and-stickers/
mailto:info@ctclearinghouse.org


 
FDA Tools and ResourcesFDA Tools and Resources

FDA’s Digital Age Verification Calendar
The FDA’s free digital age verification
calendar helps retailers quickly determine if
a customer is old enough to legally
purchase tobacco and e-cigarette/vape
products. The calendar can be
programmed to display the exact date a

customer must have been born on or before to legally buy tobacco and
e-cigarette/vape products. Under Connecticut, the customer must be 21
or older to buy these products. Click HERE to order your free digital age
verification calendar.

Free FDA Trainings

https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/print_materials/RE-34?locale=en


The U.S. Food & Drug Administration’s (FDA) Center for Tobacco
Products offers a series of webinars on federal tobacco regulations to
provide compliance education and information to retailers. For the latest
webinars, visit their website: FDA Tobacco Compliance Webinars |
FDA.
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