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Mission: 
To help communities reduce fatal and non-fatal drug overdose rates by improving information 

sharing across agencies and supporting evidence-based interventions.

https://www.hidtaprogram.org/ors.php
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The ORS is implemented by state teams 

comprised of a Drug Intelligence Officer (DIO) 

and a Public Health Analyst (PHA). DIOs and 

PHAs are responsible for helping to increase 

communication, data flow, and intelligence 

sharing between public safety and public health 
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Current Work and Partners

• Overdose and Crisis Outreach Project 
with CT State Police 

• You Think You Know Counterfeit Pill 
Awareness Campaign

• Surveillance and Drug Checking Projects

• Situational Awareness Products 
Produced

• Connecticut Intelligence Center and State Police

• Department of Health and Department of Mental Health 

and Addiction Services

• Regional Behavioral Health Action Organization

• Forensic Lab

• Office of Chief Medical Examiner

• Chief State’s Attorney’s Office

• Office of EMS/SWORD

• CT Probation/Court Support Services

• Drug Free Communities Coalitions
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Data Trends
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THC Vapes
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Fatal Overdose in Hartford
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Marijuana Edibles



1/27/2022 9OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY | PUBLIC HEALTH | PUBLIC SAFETY | 
PARTNERSHIP

1/27/2022 9OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY | PUBLIC HEALTH | PUBLIC SAFETY | PARTNERSHIP

Effects of Marijuana Edibles

• Take between 1-3 hours to absorb

• Psychotic episodes

• Hallucinations

• Paranoia

• Panic attacks

• Impaired motor ability

• Overdose symptoms are often 

more severe than an overdose from 

smoking marijuana
Source: JustThinkTwice.gov;

NIDA, 2018 Monitoring the Future Study
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Trends across New England: 
Increasing Synthetics, Stimulants and 

Changing Drug Delivery Systems

Drugs

New Psychoactive 
Substances (NPS)

• Synthetic Cannabinoids

• Synthetic Cathinones

• Synthetic phenethylamines

• Synthetic Opioids

Stimulants

• Methamphetamine/Crystal 
Meth

• Crack/Cocaine

Mechanisms

Counterfeit Pills
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Source: Safemedicines.org

Counterfeit Pills in the United States 2016

Counterfeit pills found

Death from Counterfeit 
Pills 
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Source: Safemedicines.org

Counterfeit Pills in the United States 2019
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Source: Safemeds.org

Counterfeit Pills in the United States October 2020
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Dangers of Counterfeit Pills

• Disguises illicit drugs as legitimate medication

• Less stigma with pill use than traditional drug use 

• Provides a false sense of safety

• Individuals think they know exactly what they’re 

buying

• Dosing is not exact

• Increasing potency of synthetics
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Imprecise dosing of counterfeit pills

Source: DEA
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Connecticut SNTF 9/29/2021
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Source: Connecticut DEA
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CT Counterfeit Pills

Seized in Tolland County 2020 
contained:

Fentanyl, Tramadol, Lidocaine

Should contain;

Oxycodone Hydrochloride
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CT Counterfeit Pills

Seized in Tolland County 2021

Contained: Etizolam 

Should contain:  Alprazolam 
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CT Counterfeit Pills 

Seized in Middletown 2020

Sold as Molly

Contained: Methamphetamine
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Counterfeit Drug Seizures

Methamphetamine pills sold 
as MDMA 2019

Methamphetamine pills, 
Rhode Island 2019

Sold as and included 
Xanax (Alprazolam) but 
two also with fentanyl, 
a third included 
cocaine

Source: Dava Pharma Stock Photo
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Social Media
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YouThinkYouKnowCT.org
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You Think You Know Campaign
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Project Data – You Think You Know

Over 5,000 engagements on Social Media accounts

Billboards on major highways 

TV News Interviews and Hearst online newspapers

CADCA: Coalitions in Action Newsletter
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Thank you!

Anna Gasinski
Public Health Analyst

agasinski@nehidta.org

Robert Lawlor Jr.
Drug Intelligence Officer

rlawlor@nehidta.org

http://www.hidtaprogram.org/
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mailto:rlawlor@nehidta.org
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